Reunion Agenda 



I. Display 

A. MES AMIES 

B. Calendars 

C. News-of-the-school 

D. MESOLAE 

II. Opening remarks 

A. Welcome to reunion and Redeemer 

B. 



III. Letters from some who could not make it. 

A. Dr. Agnes Moffat ('25) 

B. Dorothy Walker ('39) 

C. Adrienna Adams Lea ('39) 

D. Netta Morrison Thompson ('36) 

E. Mary Barker ('25) 

IV. Slides 

A. Letter from Kitty Pepler Hall ('22) 

V. A word of thanks to all for coming and inspiring me in my 
dissertation 




Attending : 



MES students: 21 

* Kay and Fred Green ('29) — St Thomas 
June and Cliff Labbett (' 41) --Toronto 
pd * Helen Vizely ( ' 36) --Oshawa 

* Patty and Frank Sanders ('39) --St Thomas 
Elizabeth Barron (' 25) --Welland 

Eleanor Kay (' 36) --Toronto 

pd * Pauline Hill (' 42) --Toronto 

Blanche Lynn and Husband (' 41) --Kingston 

* Dorothy Corbett (' 39) --Ottawa 
Dorothy Leggett (' 41) --Almonte 

* Peggy May Ruddick ( MO ) --Montreal 

pd * Ruth Scott and daughter (M2) --Port Colburne 

* Nora Wistow and husband (' 34 ) --Toronto 
Jean Burke and guest (MO) 

Others : 8 

Catherine and myself 
Mom and Dad 
A1 Brown 
Marian Ryks 
John Vriend? 

Betty Steenbeek 



pd Mary Barker 
pd Netta Thomson 
pd Adrienna Lea 
pd Joan Hillary 
Byl family (3X) 



Regrets : 



Dr. Agnes Moffat ('25) 
Florence Riley C'vi) 
Wynfred Maclennan 
Dorothy Walker 




Mail to: 





May 1, 1992 



Dear MES Amies! 

On April 28 I successfully defended my dissertation on the 
history of the Margaret Eaton School and want to thank you for 
the help you gave me. In addition I would like to invite you to 
an MES luncheon reunion and make my dissertation available if 
you would like a copy. 

On Thursday, May 21, I would like to invite you and your guest (s) 
to a luncheon at Redeemer College, near Hamilton, Ontario (Map is 
enclosed) . During this time you will have opportunity to visit 
with other MES alumnae, and I will be presenting some slides on 
the history of MES. The lunch will cost $7.35 a person and will 
consist of soup, bread and rolls, sliced meat, sliced cheese, and 
a couple of salads, with some fresh fruit or cake for dessert. 

To assist the kitchen staff in preparing this luncheon I need to 
know ahead of time how many people are coming. Therefore, please 
let me know as soon as possible if you plan to come and how many 
guests you will be bringing. You could leave a message with the 
receptionist at Redeemer College, or call me in the evening at 
416-387-6655. I look forward to seeing you there. 

I have also reproduced copies of my dissertation (a little more 
than 550 pages) and would like to make them available to you. 

The cost is $40.00 plus postage. If you plan to come to the 
dinner and would like to pick up a copy, then please let me know 
so I will have enough copies on hand. If you would like me to 
mail you a copy the total cost for the dissertation, including 
postage, would be (please include a cheque for that amount with 
your request) : 

Canada $47.00 Overseas $58.00 

USA $48.00 
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I also promised to send each of you an abstract. Instead I have 
enclosed the concluding chapter to my dissertation. In addition 
I have also included a list of current addresses I have for MES 
alumnae--perhaps you could travel to the luncheon together with 
someone who lives near you. Most of these addresses are correct, 
though some alumnae may have moved. If you know of other 
graduates not on this list feel free to invite them to the 
dinner — once again just let me know ahead of time if they plan to 
come . 

During my research I have gathered a sizeable treasure of 
material on MES. Many of you may still have memorabilia, 
scrapbooks, photographs, minute-books, correspondence.... from 
the MES days. If at any point you wish to dispose of this 
material I would be delighted if you would entrust it to me. I 
would be happy to pay for any mailing costs. At present I 
probably have the largest collection of material on MES and I 
would love to see this collection developed. 

Finally I want to thank you again for the inspiration you have 
been to me in my study. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely 



John Byl 




The Margaret Eaton School, 1901-1942: 

Women's Education in Elocution, Drama and Physical Education 



By John Byl 
April 28, 1992 



A dissertation submitted to the 
Faculty of the Graduate School of The State 
University of New York at Buffalo 
in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of 



Doctor of Philosophy 



Chapter Eight: Epilogue, Summary, and Conclusion 
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After offering forty-one years of educational 
opportunities in elocution, drama, and physical education, 
MES closed its doors. Its alumnae association and some of 
its faculty continued the work of MES, but no more classes 
were offered, and time began to eclipse the work and 
memories of this institution. The School's forty-one years 
were pioneering, and provide a glimpse into Canadian 
education of women during the first forty years of the 
twentieth century. 



I. Epilogue 



The faculty continued their promotion of women's 
physical education. Florence Somers taught at the 
University of Toronto till her retirement in 1949. 1 Dorothy 
Jackson taught at the University of Toronto and was actively 
involved in the promotion of physical education for girls 
and women, in badminton, synchronized swimming, aquatics, 
basketball, and volleyball. 2 From 1943 to 1946 she was 
Vice-President of the CPEA. 3 At the time of her death, on 
April 9, 1967, she was the Director of the Department of 

Athletics and Physical Education for Women at the University 



1 "Personal Notes," (11 May 1949), in a file of the 
author, received from Eleanor Keyes. 

"Plan Course for Leaders," Telegram (8 March 

1943) : 8. 




Bray, 128. 
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